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BRISBANE 
Australia’s Tomorrow City

Brisbane (1342.7km2) is an ideal place to live, work, invest, explore and relax.

It’s prosperous and vibrant community is valued for its optimistic and welcoming 

character.

The Brisbane City Council is working with private and public institutions to create 

jobs and ensure resources, services and infrastructure for the benefit of future 

generations.
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Brisbane, as the capital of Queensland is a major economic location in the state 

and at its core is the Brisbane Central Business District. The Brisbane Airport, 

Australia Trade Coast, Port of Brisbane and South West Industrial Gateway

support local businesses as well as those in the broader South East Queensland.

In 2041, Brisbane’s population is forecast to reach 1.5 million with a number of 

major infrastructure projects projected to inject millions of dollars to the local 

economy.

“The global expansion of resource industries is bringing an unprecedented

window of opportunity to Brisbane. This is expected to drive strong business 

investment and expansion in Brisbane until 2031 and beyond.” – Lord Mayor 

Graham Quirk
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Progress Report

Brisbane has a population of 1.2 million as of June 2018. 

Brisbane’s population is projected to reach approximately 1.5 mil-
lion people by 2041.

Brisbane is the largest city in Queensland and third largest city in 
Australia according to population.

Brisbane has an average household size of 2.6 persons.

PopulationPopulation

Brisbane’s labour force is composed of 704,000 recorded of March 2019.

Approximately 267,000 new jobs are forecast to be generated reaching 
more than 1.13 million jobs in 2041.

70% of Brisbane’s population are working age, between 15 – 64 years 
old recorded of March 2019.

Brisbane’s labour market is mostly composed of Professionals of over 
23.4% followed by Clerical and Administrative Workers (14.6%) and then 
Technicians and Trade Workers (14.2%).

Professional, Scientific and Technical services is estimated to record the 
largest increase in the number of workers from 2018 to 2041.

Brisbane’s labour force grew from more than 623,000 people in March 
2011 to 704,584 people in March 2019.

68% work and live within Brisbane.

Gross Regional Product of $171 billion recorded in March 2019.

Local economy forecast to grow to more than $217 billion by 2031.

More than 127,000 registered businesses in 2017/18 recording a 10% 
growth since June 2015.

Brisbane’s top 3 industries according to employed workers: Health Care 
and Social Assistance (93,936), Professional, Scientific and Technical
Services (70,261) and Education and Training (63,343).

Employment

Economy
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Brisbane’s Top Objectives

Support 1.5 million jobs, achieve a $217 billion economy and $75 thousand 
per capita income.

Increase tourism by developing recreational and tourism opportunities as 
well as build new hotels and maintain existing ones. Exceed Brisbane
record of 1.4 million international overnight visitors and 7.6 million
domestic overnight visitors.

Strengthen the Brisbane Airport which recently exceeded 24.1 million
passengers for the first time. Complete and maximize the Brisbane Airport 
New Runway that will double the current capacity.

Strengthen innovative business and digital economy for a more
productive and automated Brisbane. Support digital economy growth from 
2013 levels.

Position Brisbane as a major Australian study destination for international 
students.

Establish an accessible city for everyone through world-class road
networks and public transportation. Road, public transport and active 
transport will provide efficient, fast, reliable and safe travel options and
paths across the area.

Make Brisbane a well-designed subtropical city by maximizing its
lifestyle features and the region’s climate. Establish Catchment Floodplain
Management Plans as well as increase tree shade cover across the city for 
parklands, bikeways and footpaths.

Improve liveability and Sustainability through clean air, biodiversity, low
carbon, green transport, waste and resource recovery and urban forest.

Work with residents, businesses, universities and start-ups to explore how 
innovation, technology and data can help accelerate Brisbane’s progress 
towards achieving our broader city goals of liveability, sustainability
and prosperity.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.
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5 Key Economic Drivers

01
Brisbane is a major hub for large resource and energy 
companies, a global hub for the mining, equipment, tech-
nology and services (METS) sector, a significant centre for 
research and innovation, and the engine room of much of 
Queensland’s continued economic growth. The city’s $146 
billion economy predicted to grow to more than $217 billion 
by 2031, having been a key driver of the Australian economy 
as it enters its 26th year of continuous growth.

Strong Local Economy

02Brisbane’s innovative capabilities are grounded in
competitive business, world-class research and

development, a highly skilled workforce, and leading
education institutions. At the heart of Brisbane’s

innovation is its human capital – the people with the 
skills, knowledge and entrepreneurial know-how to
transform ideas into products and services that will

benefit businesses and the community,
not only in Australia but the world.

Innovation and Technology
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03Billions of dollars’ worth of major infrastructure projects, 
either under construction or in the planning stage, are 

rapidly changing the face of Brisbane and Queensland. 
Bringing together public and private sector expertise in 

successful partnerships, the city and the state’s myriad 
transport, energy, health and education infrastructure 

projects present a wealth of opportunity for investors to 
tap into this critical sector of Brisbane’s

growing economy.

Infrastructure and Construction

04 Brisbane offers outstanding opportunities in the
expansive food and agribusiness sector, and
commercialisation in this arena is well supported by the 
city’s research community. As the closest major
Australian east coast capital city to Asia and home to 
the Port of Brisbane, one of Australia’s fastest-growing 
container ports, Brisbane is best placed to cater to the 
growing demands of the Asia Pacific market for the 
secure supply of high-quality, high-value processed food 
and beverage products.

Food and Agribusiness

05
As a global resources and energy hub, Brisbane is well 

placed to capitalise on the world’s growing demand for 
energy and natural resources. The gateway to Queensland’s 

mineral wealth, more than 170 energy and resource
companies and more than 100 mining equipment and 

technology service firms have chosen to base their
headquarters in Brisbane.  In 2012/13, the energy and

resources sector contributed $35.9 billion (total value added) 
to the Brisbane economy, accounting for more than 47 per 

cent of the industry’s total contribution
to the Queensland economy.

Energy and Resources
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Brisbane’s Top 10 Industries 
According to value added: source - Remplan

$ 24.6 million

Health Care &
Social Assistance

04
 $ 45.6 million

Rental, Hiring &
Real Estate Services

01

$ 19.8 million

Education &
Training

07
$ 21.3 million

Financial &
Insurance Services

05

$ 18.1 million

Manufacturing

08
$ 20.1 million

Public
Administration
& Safety

06

$ 30.7 million

02
Mining

$ 27.4 million

03
Construction

09
$ 17.8 million

Professional, Scientific
& Technical Services

10
 $ 16.8 million

Transport, Postal
& Warehousing
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PROPERTY INVESTMENT
           IN BRISBANE

Brisbane property market has been a top performer for a couple of months 
now and experts and investors are expecting a market boom. Essential
statistics mainly in population, infrastructures and property optimism are
influencing smart investors to target the city in the SEQ.

Brisbane’s population continues to grow with more people from interstate 
and overseas migrating. Investors are also drawn to the city’s growing
economy. But, most of all, owner-occupiers and investors are targeting
Brisbane because of consistent housing affordability. According to UDIA 
QLD’s latest market reports, housing affordability is improving in Brisbane 
and Moreton Bay.

Brisbane offers a range of housing options spanning all styles from the
iconic Queenslander with its high ceilings and breezy verandahs to the
modern, loft-style apartment. Most Brisbane houses sit on their own block of 
land, but growing interest in Brisbane has seen a burst of apartments erected 
across Brisbane’s CBD and its vibrant fringe neighbourhoods. 

For those in the rental market, Brisbane offers a wide variety of rental
options. Houses, townhouses (semi-detached houses), apartments and share 
accommodation have become increasingly popular and are readily available 
throughout the city.
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Brisbane Major Projects

Brisbane Live

$749 million

Brisbane Live is a large scale inner-city precinct development located at Roma 

Street Station, a surface level interchange train station for six Queensland rail lines.

The centrepiece of the project is a new 18,000 entertainment arena complex 

which would be built above the open-air Roma Street Rail Yards. Surrounding the 

arena, a large scale entertainment precinct is planned which would

include a variety of mixed-use buildings.
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Whilst Brisbane Live has an estimated dollar figure of only $2 billion for the

above-ground infrastructure, compared to Queen’s Wharf’s $3.6 billion, what is 

about to be built below the surface will truly be a game-changer for the Brisbane 

CBD.

The Northern Busway which currently runs through the transit centre will be 

sunk underground and interconnect with a brand new underground train

station as part of Cross River Rail.
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Queens Wharf: Brisbane

$3.6 billion 

Over 2,000 construction jobs

Queen’s Wharf is a $3.6 billion dollar integrated casino resort precinct which

includes 50 new bars, cafes and restaurants, a public Skydeck known as the arc 

which straddles four buildings as well as urban fabric refurbishments to the North 

Bank of the river.

The project also involves the transformation of the current heritage treasury

building into a retail centre and a new pedestrian bridge that links to South Bank.
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Cross River Rail

$5.4 billion

Over 7,700 construction jobs

Cross River Rail is Queensland’s largest infrastructure project to date, reported to 

be around $6.8 billion. The project was created in order to fix a severe rail network 

capacity issue. With only one inner-city rail river crossing, the network is expected 

to be at capacity shortly without the new line built. Cross River Rail is a 10.2km rail 

line from Dutton Park to Bowen Hills, which includes 5.9 kilometres of twin

tunnels under the Brisbane River and Brisbane CBD.

M
ajor P

rojects
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Brisbane Racing Club

Brisbane Airport New Runway

$1.2 billion

Upgrades to racing facilities at Doomben and Eagle Farm are underway.

Construction began in January 2019 for the first tower and is tipped for completion 

around mid-2020.

$1.3 billion

The new 3km $1.1 billion Brisbane Airport runway is scheduled to open in July this 

year after 8 years of construction. The project created 7,800 jobs and is expected to 

provide Brisbane with the best runway system in Australia. 

The new runway is the largest aviation construction project in Australia that kicked 

off back in 2012. The track is slated to open in 2020 and will double current capacity 

and enable continued growth to the region.
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Millennium Square

$2 billion

Bowen Hills is set for a major transformation to become a state-of-the-art

mixed-use precinct. The urban development will deliver parklands, restaurants,

retail stores, lifestyle space and open space.

The breakdown of the project includes 44,000m2 of commercial space and

7 residential towers across 42,000m2 of retail space.

M
ajor P

rojects
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Final Overview

Australia has some of the best economic

prospects in the developed world. With

continued strong demand for its natural

resources from emerging Asia, Australia is in

an enviable position. Brisbane is perfectly

positioned to capitalise on this, and offers

investors opportunities across a broad range of

sectors – knowledge-based industries (including

ICT, mining technology & services, and life sciences),

property and construction including hotels, student

accommodation, aged-care and tourism

infrastructure, and industrial areas covering food

and beverage, R&D and manufacturing, logistics

and distribution, innovative manufacturing, clean

technologies, waste management and renewable

energy and infrastructure.
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Gallery Homes Pty Ltd reserves the right to alter any of the above inclusions due to availability and/or product development. Due to ongoing development of our product Gallery Homes 
reserves the right to alter product suppliers and inclusions at anytime without notice. Whilst every care has been taken in the preparation of this brochure the colours may differ from the above 
images. Images are for illustrative purposes only and may depict upgrade options available for an additional cost or features not supplied by Gallery Homes including landscaping, fencing, 
window furnishings, wall furnishing, built-in joinery, decorative lighting, decor, furniture and roof tiles. Façade details such as entry doors, window sizing and placement may vary between 

house types and sizes. Refer to floor plan brochures or working drawings for specific detail and dimensions. Current as of 2nd March 2020.


