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SUNSHINE COAST 
Approaching the Golden Age

Renowned for its diverse landscapes, vibrant communities, and its tourist-mag-

netism, the Sunshine Coast has always been a city with great investment 
potential.
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However, its heavy reliance on population responsive industries and an

entrenched dependency on tourism, has prevented it from reaching its true 

potential as an economic powerhouse.  But in 2013, the Sunshine Coast unveiled 

an economic development strategy that leveraged its natural advantages,

industry strengths, and future potential to usher in a prosperous new

economy that will come to fruition in 2033. Six years into that strategy and 

it’s become clear that the Sunshine Coast is on it’s way to it’s golden age, as a 

high-value economy of choice for business, investment and  employment.
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Progress Report

Sunshine Coast has a population of 319,922
as of June 2018. 

Australia’s 9th largest population centre. 

Its urban area has a population density of 1.40 persons per hectare. 

Second highest level of interstate migration in Australia.

PopulationPopulation

$18.5 billion economy, outpacing most of the regional economies 
in the country in terms of growth over the last 15 years (NIEIR, 
2018).
 
4.2% average annual growth since 2004, exceeding the growth of 
the national economy by 1.3%. 

38,585 businesses operating in the Sunshine Coast. 

141,118 Local Jobs. 

Almost 25,000 extra jobs since 2013. 

$15.74 billion Gross Regional Product in 2018, representing 5.0% of 
the state’s GSP.

Economy

The Sunshine Coast attracted more than 11 million visitors and a 
$3.3 billion in visitor expenditure in 2018. 

In the top 10 of all Australian Tourism Regions for tourism
expenditure from 2017-2018. 

Sports and recreation generates $442 million per year in
economic contribution to the local economy.

Tourism
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Sunshine Coast Endgame
Highest internal migration rate in Australia. 

A new suburb every year, for the next 20years. 

+198,000 residents by 2036.
 

20% of goods and services produced for export. 

7 High-value Industries providing at least
100,000 Jobs by 2041. 

Household Income to rise above state averages. 

$33 billion economy by 2033.
 

$12.5 billion worth of projects underway, with additional
projects planned over the next two decades. 

 
Fastest data and telecommunications transmission connection

to Asia from the second fastest to the United States.
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towards Sunshine Coast’s Economic 
The 5 Essential Pathways

01 Sunshine Coast’s lofty goals can only be
achieved by the collaboration of the
government, community, and industry to
revitalize the region’s identity.

Leadership, Collaboration  
& Identity

02Key economic infrastructures are already
being developed using a whopping $12.5

billion capital. However, more investors, 
bothprivate and public, are needed before 

theSunshine Coast can achieve its  
prosperous new economy.

Capital Investment
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03The Sunshine Coast Council has pinpointed 
seven high-value industries, that if developed, 

can generate a wide-range of enduring
career opportunities in ‘clever’ industries with 

significant commercial value. The success of 
these industries will encourage investment 

and growth, while promoting innovation,
research, and digital participation.

High Value Industries

04 Adjusting its focus to respond to external 
demand, the Sunshine Coast aims to forge a 
connection with global markets to strength-
en business resilience, generate wealth and 
new employment   
opportunities for the local community.

Local-to-Global Connections

05Improving education and training options 
through industry-specific courses and
programs will attract and retain skilled

workers to support the growth of the selected 
high-value industries.

Investment in  
Talent and Skills
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THE FUTURE OUTLOOK 
of Sunshine Coast’s Economy

Current Economy

Reliant on population growth. 
 

Narrow, population-driven industry base. 
 

Predominantly small business base. 
 

Lifestyle business culture.  
 

Local market consumption focus.  
 

Lifestyle tourism identity.  
 

Concentration of low-value adding  
employment. 

 
Low retention and attraction rates for 

skilled and productive workers.  
 

Low community participation in  
economic development activities. 
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Built on investment and employment  
opportunities. 
 
Higher-value, broadened industry base. 
 
Diverse mix of small-to-large businesses. 
 
Growth-orientated, pro-business culture. 
 
Demand-driven economy responsive to 
national and global markets.  
 
Recognised, competitive investment  
location. 
 
Increased, high-value employment  
options. 
 
High retention and attractive rates of  
talent and skills.  
 
A community which is engaged with and 
embraces worthwhile economic  
development.  
 
 

NEW Economy
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The 7 Booming Industries 
of the Sunshine Coast

Health, medical, and specialist wellness services
supported by clinicians, researchers and ancillary
businesses. Predicted to double its share of the
employment market by 2033 and continue to be
the region’s largest employer.

Teaching services and research 
expertise. Predicted to become the 
region’s second largest employer by 
2033.

A significant feature of Sunshine Coast’s economy, 
tourism is now being leveraged as a means of attracting 
international events and encouraging local ones.
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A diverse range of creative, knowledge,
digital, technology and professional services. 
Predicted to grow exponentially thanks to the 
developing high-value industries and the
increasing demand from capital projects and 
international markets.

Niche food and beverage production has a strong 
foundation in the region and a key part of the 
economic future of the hinterland communities. 
Predicted to expand in response to burgeoning 
national and global demand for clean and safe 
food supply.

Knowledge-based aviation technology, helicopter 
engineering, advanced pilot training, aircraft
engineering training, and maintenance repair,
and overhaul. Predicted to grow in both demand
and reputation on the back of the expansion of
the Sunshine Coast Airport.

Technologies and solutions that avoid, reduce or 
remediate environmental impacts. Predicted to 
give the region a national reputation for decisively 
responding to the climate change crisis.
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SHOULD YOU INVEST  
in the SUNSHINE COAST?

Timing is vital when it comes to property investment. There is no doubt that Sunshine Coast is 
nearing its golden age and that the time is ripe for investment. But one question remains: will 
land and property be one of the industries to boom in the near future? 
 
When it comes to property investment, Population and Supply of Residential Property
are two factors that should be taken into consideration. 

• The Regional Australia Institute has predicted that the Sunshine Coast will be one of the 
fastest growing cities in Australia by the time 2030 rolls around.
 
• Since 2008, the population of Sunshine Coast has been steadily increasing and now boasts a 
2.7% annual growth rate .
 
• With the infrastructure that’s being developed, migration programs being rolled out, and 
new jobs being generated, Sunshine Coast is expected to add 198,000 residents by 2041 . 
 
• The city’s booming tourism industry doesn’t just lead to a thriving economy, it also attracts 
startups in various fields, leading to an increased rate of internal migration. 

• In addition, there is a university town in the works, which will open up thousands of jobs 
,which will no doubt affect population growth positively.

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

01 00,000 200,000 300,000

POPULATION
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This significant influx of new residents means that a new suburb must be built every year, for 
the next 20 years , in order to meet the ever-rising demand for residential property in the Sun-
shine Coast. Even with all the infrastructure being built, the Property Council of Australia fore-
casts that there would be an undersupply of homes for 22,000 residents in 2041 .
 
Now before you start buying up land for residential development, it would be a good idea to 
look into some more data to ensure your ROI. While there is a general undersupply of residen-
tial properties, roughly 70% of existing supply are large detached properties with 3 to 4 bed-
rooms. Despite the prevalence of these large detached properties, about 60% of the residential 
properties on the Sunshine Coast house only 1-2 people. This means that there should be more 
demand for smaller detached properties, apartments, retirement living, townhouses, duplexes, 
villas and ‘dual living’ variants. Add the fact that the Sunshine Coast is starting to run out of land 
that can be developed, the need for smaller living options cannot be overstated.

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY UNDERSUPPLY

The data shows a steady increase in both  
population and the demand for residential 
properties, but can the Sunshine Coast
sustain such growth?
 
Many an investor has made the mistake of  
riding the bandwagon of ever-increasing  
returns only to find themselves in the midst 
of a bubble bursting. Sustainability is the 
key to successful long term investments. 
The good news is, Sunshine Coast is taking 
its developments quite seriously. 
 

As noted in Sunshine Coast’s strategy for  
economic development, significant investment 
is being made to the following industries: 

1.  Health and Well-Being
2.  Education and Research
3.  Tourism, Sport and Leisure
4.  Knowledge Industries and Professional     
              Services
5.  Agribusiness
6.  Aviation and Aerospace and

SUSTAINABILITY JOB GROWTH

These industries have been deemed as ‘high value’ and are predicted to provide at least 100,000 
local employment opportunities by 2033 . Sunshine Coast’s target economy will be built upon 
the expertise of its labour force and the support of it’s community. 
 
All of these industries have the potential to generate higher-paying, enduring employment
opportunities on the back of the region’s game changing projects: the development of the
Sunshine Coast University Hospital and the Maroochydore City Centre; installation of Australia’s 
6th international submarine broadband cable, and the expansion of the Sunshine Coast Airport.
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Sunshine Coast 
Major Projects Overview

>$10 Million Economic Benefit

SOLAR FARM

2230 JOBS. $4.1 Billion  
Contribution to Economy

AIRPORT

$927 Million to the QLD Economy. 
$453 Million to the Sunshine 

Coast Economy

SUBMARINE CABLE
15,000 JOBS.  

$4.4 Billion Contribution to 
Economy

SUNSHINE PLAZA

$440 Million Expansion. 
Creating 5200 Construction &

Retail JOBS

MAROOCHYDORE
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Game Changing Projects

Five submarine broadband cables currently provide 

Australia’s data connectivity to the world. The 6th 

submarine broadband cable is being installed by the 

Sunshine Coast and will be in service by mid-2020. 

This cable will connect to the upcoming Gigabit  

Maroochydore City Centre, giving the Sunshine Coast 

the honor of being the only regional centre in the 

world to have such a connection, and positioning it as 

a key digital trading hub in Australia.

International Submarine  
Broadband Cable

$453 million per annum to Sunshine Coast Economy.

Positive impact on trade, capital formation and education. 

A catalyst for data intensive businesses with latency sensitivity, 
or requiring location diversity. 

Connect directly to Guam, Hong Kong, Los Angeles and Tokyo.

The fatest data and telecommunications transmission connection 
to Asia from Australia’s East Coast and the second fastest to the 
United States.
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Game Changing Projects 

A Priority Development Area (PDA), Maroochydore 

has recently cemented its place as one of south-east 

Queensland’s dominant economic powerhouses and 

Sunshine Coast’s retail and commercial capital.

 

The Maroochydore City Centre will be Australia’s only 

greenfield CBD and its first truly smart city. It will  

contain a town hall, a state of the art library, a  

university campus, and a conference centre to start 

with.

 

With a total of over 193,000m2 of pre-approved  

developable land, the city will be able to  

accommodate a wide range of property types,  

allowing it to be a key driver of activity in the

heart of Maroochydore. As a smart city that’s

focused on innovation, the city centre will

be able to satisfy the needs of startups

that rely on cutting-edge technology,

creating thousands of jobs in the

process.

Maroochydore City Centre
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$5.9 billion boost to Sunshine Coast  
economy over 15-20 years. 

 
Over 2000 new residential

apartments within a five-minute
walk from the Central

Business District.
 

65,000 square metres of office space.
 

15,000 jobs by 2025.
 

30,000 jobs by 2040.
 

Planned light rail, new city streets, and paths for
cyclists and pedestrians.

 
Australia’s first underground waste

disposal system.
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The Sunshine Coast Health Precinct is composed of two projects: the Sunshine Coast
University Hospital and the Sunshine Coast Health Institute. 
 
Sunshine Coast University Hospital (SCUH) is the first greenfield hospital to be  
developed in Australia in 25 years. Its first stage was completed in April 2017, with 450 
beds and 3000 health professionals. Once it is built to capacity in 2021, SCUH will fulfill 
the Sunshine Coast’s domestic and global demand for health and well-being services, 
particularly in the area of chronic disease prevention. 

The Sunshine Coast Health Institute on the other hand, will endow the region with  
specialist research capabilities, securing its position as a trailblazer of the global health 
industry, and opening up job opportunities in the field of healthcare.  
 
The Sunshine Coast Health Precinct will also act as a catalyst for residential and  
commercial property development thanks to a $850M town centre that’s being built 
right next to it.

Sunshine Coast Health Precinct
a $1.8 BILLION Investment
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+12,000 local jobs by 2021

100 childcare centres

Co-located $150,000 private hospital

Health Research Facilities

Transport centre with incorporated light rail
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Sunshine Coast Airport Extension

Ranked as the nation’s 14th busiest airport for passenger movements, the Sunshine 
Coast punched way above its weight in 2018, attracting more than 11 million visitors 
that resulted in $3.3 billion in visitor expenditure.
 
International visitors, however, only account for 12% of that 11 million. The solution to 
Sunshine Coast’s lagging international visitor numbers is the expansion of its airport. 
This expansion will allow the Sunshine Coast to tap directly into the global tourist
market and significantly widen its exposure to potential international investors. 

With over 35,000m2 of prime airside and landside development available, expanding 
the airport with world-class
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and fully-serviced aviation facilities will also open the door to opportunities for 
aviation related businesses. By creating an aviation and aerospace industry hub, 
the region will become capable of servicing the current and predicted growth 
in demand for passenger and freight services.

$4 BILLION contribution to the local economy

+2,230 LOCAL JOBS

Expansion of EXISTING TERMINAL

Construction of a new air traffic control tower

2 Million International visitors a year by 2040

Availability of long-term lease

Development of aviation support industries

Development of aircraft maintenance & repair industries
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Completed Infrastructure 

Consistently ranked among Australia’s top universities, the University of the Sunshine 
Coast was expanded in 2017 to boost its research capacity and enhance its ability to 
teach nursing, allied health, and engineering.  

$81 million expansion delivered in 2017
16,590 students in 2018 
20,000 students by 2020

University Of The Sunshine Coast Expansion 

($81 Million Investment)

Consistently ranked among Australia’s top universities, the University of the 
Sunshine Coast was expanded in 2017 to boost its research capacity and

enhance its ability to teach nursing, allied health, and engineering. 

800 employees
3,000 employee capacity

Youi Insurance Expansion 

($68 Million Investment)
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The largest retail centre north of Brisbane, the Sunshine Plaza  
was recently redeveloped. 

$400 million investment
107,000 square metre expansion
+2,300 retail jobs
+1,500 car spaces

Sunshine Plaza Expansion

The Sunshine Coast offsets 100% of its electricity consumption thanks to
it’s 15 megawatt solar farm at Valdora.

$22 million in savings over 30 years
$10 million economic contribution
Largest solar farm in Queensland

Sunshine Coast Solar Farm
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Additional Infrastructure 

Sunshine Coast’s Light Rail will link Maroochydore 
and Caloundra, and its stage 1 is set to be delivered 
by 2025. In the future, the light rail could potentially 
link most major destinations along the coast. 

$3.6 billion contribution to local economy
+9,000 jobs during construction and operation
Date of Stage 1 completion: 2025

Sunshine Coast Light Rail 

North Coast Connect will deliver a faster rail 
system that runs across Brisbane, Moreton
Bay, and the Sunshine Coast. 

$550 million upgrade of Beerwah to
Nambour route
Fast rail from Brisbane to
Maroochydore

North Coast Connect
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The stretch of road from Caboolture to the Sunshine
Coast is in the process of being upgraded to

improve accessibility and connectivity with
south-east Queensland and international

port facilities.

1.6 billion Estimated Value
Date of completion: 2021

Upgrade of Bruce Highway 

($1.6 Billion Investment)

Sanad Capital is developing a sports-themed tourist
attraction in Actventure Water Park.

$450 million sports-themed park
+2,000 jobs

Australia’s first surfing wave pool
Date of Stage 1 completion: 2020

Actventure Water Park
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Major Residential Developments 

The largest master-planned community in Australian history, Aura, City of 
Colour’s first stage was completed in 2016, in Caloundra South.

$7 billion development over 20+ years

+50,000 new residents

+20,000 new dwellings

+20,000 jobs

2 business & enterprise parks

5 public primary schools, 2 public high schools,

4 private schools and 1 private University

200 kilometres of bikeways and walking paths

700 hectares conservation & park areas

Aura City of Colour



29



30G A L L E R Y  H O M E S SUNSHINE COAST
Approaching the Golden Age

Development Timeline 

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

Sunshine Coast Aerospace 
Precinct launched in November

Pelican Waters Southern Lakes De-
velopment & Marina commenced

Sunshine Coast Council
approved $440 million
expansion plan for SC

SC University Private
Hospital Opened

Regional Economic 
Development Strategy 
Launch

13.8 Billion Economy

Stage 2 of Emporio project
completed

Sippy Downs retail, commercial 
development space and student 
accommodation approved

Caloundra Tennis Centre 
Stage 1 completed

USC’s Engineering
Structures completed 

Kawana Shoppingworld 
$73m Expansion Completed

Maroochydore CBD
Development Approved & 
perimter works commenced

USCs Engineering Learning Hub, 
car park & Stage 2 Aquatic
Centre completed

Big Top and Ocean Street 
food and retail precinct
redevelopment completed

Aura -City of Colour, 
Caloundra South 
Development launched

Bruch Highway Upgrades 
Interchange completed - 
Roys Road

Maroochydore CBD Early 
Works Commenced

>3,500 Dwellings Undersupply

Mary Cairncross Scenic Reserve - 
Building Renewal Commenced

Palmview master planned 
community development - 
First Stage Commenced

SC Airport Environmental 
Impact Statement 
approved

Sunshine Coast Solar Farm - 
Construction commenced

Maroochydore City Centre -  
Lots in first stages released 
to market

International Broadband
Submarine Cable installed

Palisade Investment Partners confirmed as 
commercial partner in Sunshine

SC University  Hospital 
opened

Solar Farm Commissioned

Mary Carincross Scenic Re-
serve - Building renewal
completed

Youi HQ Completed

Kawana Shoppingworld  
$110 Expansion Completed

Aussie World Expansion 
Completed

Big Pineapple Redevelop-
ment commenced

Bruce Highway Upgrades - 
Caloundra Road
Interchange commenced

Maroochydore City Centre -  
First buildings under  
construction
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2019

2020

2021

2022-25

2026-38

2040

SC Convention & Exhibition 
Facility Business Case
Completed

Sunshine Plaza $450m 
Expansion Completed

Sunshine Coast Light Rail 
Project - Strategic business 
case completed

SC Airport Expansion - 
Construction commenced

Events Centre Caloundra
Redevelopment completed

Maroochydore CBD First  
Buildings Delivered

Submarine Broadband Cable 
Delivered

Actventure Stage 1
Completed

SC Airport Expansion 
Delivered

Phase 1, Bruce Highway
upgrade completed

Maroochydore City Centre - 
First stage of commerical  
centre proposed to be
delivered

>5,500 Dwellings Forecast 
Undersupply

Sunshine Coast Light Rail 
- Detailed business case 
completed

SC University Hospital Fully 
Commissioned to build 
capacity

Bruce Highway Upgrade 
complete

Kawana Health Hub and 
Town Centre projected to be 
completed

Pelican Waters Town Centre 
and Marina Completed

Sunshine Coast Light Rail 
Stage 1 Completed

Rail Upgrade to Nambour

Bruce Highway expansion - 
completed 

Maroochydore CBD Stage 2
& 3 completed

>7,500 Dwellings Forecast 
Undersupply

Pelican Waters Land  
Development Completed

Sunshine Coast Light Rail 
Stage 2 Completed

Palmview master planned 
community - Project 
completed

$33 billion economy plus 
100,00 new jobs

Maroochydore CBD
Completed

>15,00 Dwellings Forecast Undersupply

Flights to 15 International Destinations

Aura Completed

550,000 Population
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Final Overview

The progress and planned development of the

Sunshine Coast is so immense that it cannot

possibly fit into the pages of this eBook. What’s

written here is merely a glimpse of what’s to come.

 

This region has always been the lifestyle destination

of choice for people all over the nation and around

the world because of its pristine sandy beaches.

But the Sunshine Coast is so much more than just

it’s beaches.

 

It is home to more individual national parks than any

other region in Queensland. Its temperate weather and

awe-inspiring hinterland allows it to be a place of

relaxation as well as a place of adventure.

 

For years it has been merely a tourist destination that

showed promise. Now that promise is being fulfilled with

the flood of employment opportunities, development

of key infrastructure, and the diversification of its industries.

 

The golden age of this region is dawning, which means

the window of opportunity for investment is rapidly closing.

Reach out to us and become part of the meteoric and

soon to be historic rise of the Sunshine Coast.
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Gallery Homes Pty Ltd reserves the right to alter any of the above inclusions due to availability and/or product development. Due to ongoing development of our product Gallery Homes 
reserves the right to alter product suppliers and inclusions at anytime without notice. Whilst every care has been taken in the preparation of this brochure the colours may differ from the above 
images. Images are for illustrative purposes only and may depict upgrade options available for an additional cost or features not supplied by Gallery Homes including landscaping, fencing, 
window furnishings, wall furnishing, built-in joinery, decorative lighting, decor, furniture and roof tiles. Façade details such as entry doors, window sizing and placement may vary between 

house types and sizes. Refer to floor plan brochures or working drawings for specific detail and dimensions. Current as of 2nd March 2020.


